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Can you find the key
information in

discussion texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.
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Many schools have a rule that children wear school uniform. Some
children and parents are quite happy to follow these rules, but others disagree.

On one side, wearing school uniform means that nobody looks smarter or
more trendy than anybody else. Secondly, having to wear a school uniform prevents
children from asking for expensive fashionable clothes.

However, children cannot show that they are individuals if they are all
dressed alike. Furthermore, children grow quickly, so wearing a uniform means that
they don’t get the wear out of their ordinary clothes.

In conclusion, there are many reasons both for and against wearing school
uniform. Whatever is decided, it is important that every child feels comfortable with
what they are wearing.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. What rule is this text about?

2. Why do parents prefer school uniforms instead of fashion clothes?

3. Which phrase describes how children look in school uniform?

4. Why wouldn’t uniforms be a problem for adults?
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Many schools have a rule that children wear school uniform. Some
children and parents are quite happy to follow these rules, but others disagree.

On one side, wearing school uniform means that nobody looks smarter or
more trendy than anybody else. Secondly, having to wear a school uniform prevents
children from asking for expensive fashionable clothes.

However, children cannot show that they are individuals if they are all
dressed alike. Furthermore, children grow quickly, so wearing a uniform means
that they don’t get the wear out of their ordinary clothes.

In conclusion, there are many reasons both for and against wearing school
uniform. Whatever is decided, it is important that every child feels comfortable with
what they are wearing.

Answers

Questions
1. What rule is this text about? Wearing school uniform

2. Why do parents prefer school uniforms instead of fashion clothes? They are cheaper.

3. Which phrase describes how children look in school uniform? alike

4. Why wouldn’t uniforms be a problem for adults? They don’t grow out of their clothes.
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Can you find the key
information in

persuasion texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.
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Many people are scared of spiders.  However, these animals have several benefits to
humans and very few in Britain can do any harm.

Firstly, spiders get rid of house flies, so don’t worry if you find spider webs
in your house; they’re for catching insects.  Spiders also keep gardens free of insects
that might damage plants.

It is a well-known fact that spiders (even the large ones) are delicate and
easily injured, so be kind and do your best not to hurt them.  Even the biggest
British spiders cannot seriously harm you as they only bite in self-defence.  If you
leave them alone, they’ll leave you alone.  There is no need for anyone to be
terrified of spiders.  In fact, spiders are more frightened of humans than we are of
them!

Furthermore, spiders are very intelligent creatures.  They know how to
spin their complicated webs without having to learn.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. How do a lot of people feel about spiders?

2. How do spiders help in the garden?

3. How do you know a British spider would not attack a human?

4. Why shouldn’t you clear away all the spider webs in your home?
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Many people are scared of spiders. However, these animals have several
benefits to humans and very few in Britain can do any harm.

Firstly, spiders get rid of house flies, so don’t worry if you find spider
webs in your house; they’re for catching insects. Spiders also keep gardens free
of insects that might damage plants.

It is a well-known fact that spiders (even the large ones) are delicate and
easily injured, so be kind and do your best not to hurt them.  Even the biggest
British spiders cannot seriously harm you as they only bite in self-defence.  If
you leave them alone, they’ll leave you alone.  There is no need for anyone to be
terrified of spiders.  In fact, spiders are more frightened of humans than we are of
them!

Furthermore, spiders are very intelligent creatures.  They know how to
spin their complicated webs without having to learn.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. How do a lot of people feel about spiders? scared

2. How do spiders help in the garden? Catch insects that damage plants.

3. How do you know a British spider would not attack a human? ‘self-defence’

4. Why shouldn’t you clear away all the spider webs in your home? Get rid of flies.
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Can you find the key
information in

instruction texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.

Photo courtesy ofosde8info (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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Feeling hungry? You are only a few steps away from making a delicious chocolate snack.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. What title could you give this text?

2. How many of the things you need are equipment, not food?

3. List the time conjunctions in this text.

4. Which words show the reader HOW they should do things?

You will need:
Digestive biscuits
Dark chocolate
Unsalted butter
Polythene bag
Metal spoon
Glass bowl
Microwave
Bun cases
Fridge

Method:
1) First, break the chocolate into a bowl and add the butter.
2) Next, gently melt the chocolate and butter together in the

microwave.
3) After that, take a polythene bag and put the biscuits inside.
4) Firmly, use your hand to crush the biscuits in the bag.
5) Now, carefully tip the crumbs into the melted chocolate.
6) Next, stir the mixture thoroughly with a spoon until the crumbs

are all soaked with chocolate.
7) Then, spoon the mixture into bun cases and press it down

firmly.
8) Finally, put the buns into the fridge for two hours.
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Feeling hungry? You are only a few steps away from making a delicious chocolate snack.

Answers

Questions
1. What title could you give this text? How to Make a Chocolate Snack

2. How many of the things you need are equipment, not food? Six.

3. List the time conjunctions in this text. First, next, after that, now, then, finally.

4. Which words show the reader HOW they should do things? –ly adverbs

You will need:
Digestive biscuits
Dark chocolate
Unsalted butter
Polythene bag
Metal spoon
Glass bowl
Microwave
Bun cases
Fridge

Method:
1) First, break the chocolate into a bowl and add the butter.
2) Next, gently melt the chocolate and butter together in the

microwave.
3) After that, take a polythene bag and put the biscuits inside.
4) Firmly, use your hand to crush the biscuits in the bag.
5) Now, carefully tip the crumbs into the melted chocolate.
6) Next, stir the mixture thoroughly with a spoon until the

crumbs are all soaked with chocolate.
7) Then, spoon the mixture into bun cases and press it down

firmly.
8) Finally, put the buns into the fridge for two hours.
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Can you find the key
information in

explanation texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.
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When a liquid evaporates, it cools at the surface because the heat is carried
away.  This is why you feel cold and shivery when you get out of the sea or a
swimming pool in a breeze.  The evaporating water cools your skin.  It can
actually feel warmer when you’re in the sea because there is no evaporation
from your skin under water.  Our bodies use evaporation to keep cool when we
are working hard.  Exercise burns lots of energy inside us and this produces
heat.  Sweat is water released from inside our bodies which carries the heat
away by evaporating from our skin.

Elephants also know about the cooling effect of evaporation.  They
suck up water with their trunks and use it to spray themselves.  This speeds up
evaporation and increases the cooling effect.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. Which animals use evaporation to help them?

2. What do elephants do with their trunks to keep cool?

3. Why do you sometimes feel warmer in the water than out of it?

4. What causes us to get hot, even if the day is cool?
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When a liquid evaporates, it cools at the surface because the heat is carried
away.  This is why you feel cold and shivery when you get out of the sea or a
swimming pool in a breeze.  The evaporating water cools your skin.  It can
actually feel warmer when you’re in the sea because there is no
evaporation from your skin under water.  Our bodies use evaporation to
keep cool when we are working hard. Exercise burns lots of energy inside
us and this produces heat.  Sweat is water released from inside our bodies
which carries the heat away by evaporating from our skin.

Elephants also know about the cooling effect of evaporation.
They suck up water with their trunks and use it to spray themselves.
This speeds up evaporation and increases the cooling effect.

Answers

Questions
1. Which animals use evaporation to help them? Elephants.

2. What do elephants do with their trunks to keep cool? Spray themselves with water.

3. Why do you sometimes feel warmer in the water than out of it? Because sweat
doesn’t evaporate under water.

4. What causes us to get hot, even if the day is cool? Exercise produces heat.
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Can you find the key
information in
report texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.
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Introduction Tennis has become one of the world's richest sports, with the big
tournaments attracting huge television coverage and sponsorship. However, all you
need is a tennis racket and a ball. Thousands play it every week in leisure centres
across the country.
How it Began Tennis was first played in France about 900 years ago - with people
using the palms of their hands to hit the ball.  No one really knows how the scoring
started, but "deuce" is based on the French word "deux", meaning two, when two
people are on the same point.
British Tournament Wimbledon is probably the most famous tennis tournament of
all.  It was first held in 1877 and is the only major championship still played on a
grass court.  The most exciting moment of recent years was in 2013, when Andy
Murray became the first British men’s singles winner since 1936!

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. When was tennis first played?

2. What does the word ‘deux’ mean?

3. How many years ago did the Wimbledon championships begin?

4. What equipment do players use now that the original French game didn’t have?
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Introduction Tennis has become one of the world's richest sports, with the big
tournaments attracting huge television coverage and sponsorship. However, all you
need is a tennis racket and a ball. Thousands play it every week in leisure centres
across the country.
How it Began Tennis was first played in France about 900 years ago - with
people using the palms of their hands to hit the ball.  No one really knows how
the scoring started, but "deuce" is based on the French word "deux", meaning two,
when two people are on the same point.
British Tournament Wimbledon is probably the most famous tennis tournament of
all.  It was first held in 1877 and is the only major championship still played on a
grass court.  The most exciting moment of recent years was in 2013, when Andy
Murray became the first British men’s singles winner since 1936!

Answers

Questions
1. When was tennis first played? 900 years ago.

2. What does the word ‘deux’ mean? Two.

3. How many years ago did the Wimbledon championships begin? 141 years.

4. What equipment do players use now that the original French game didn’t have? A
racket.

Regent Studies | www.regentstudies.com

https://www.regentstudies.com


Regent Studies | www.regentstudies.com

https://www.regentstudies.com


Can you find the key
information in
recount texts?

A morning work activity to practise retrieving and recording
information from non-fiction texts.
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Mary Seacole was a black nurse who made a name for herself by helping
wounded and sick soldiers during the Crimean War against Russia. She was born in
1805 in Jamaica and travelled a lot as a young woman. She also learned from her
mother how to care for sick and injured people.

When she heard about the suffering of the soldiers in the Crimean War, she
asked the British government if she could go and help as a nurse. However, the War
Office refused. Instead, Mary borrowed money to travel by herself and set up the
British Hotel. There, she rented rooms to injured soldiers and sold food and equipment
to the troops. Mary spent the money on caring for the wounded soldiers from both
armies and was often seen treating wounds on the battlefield.

When she returned to England from the Crimea in 1856, Mary was poor and
ill but the British public raised money to help her. She died in 1881.

Read this text carefully, then use it to answer the questions underneath.

Questions
1. Where was Mary Seacole born?

2. Who first taught Mary how to be a nurse?

3. Why do you think Mary was poor when she came back to England?

4. How do you know that Mary Seacole didn’t take sides in the war?
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Mary Seacole was a black nurse who made a name for herself by helping
wounded and sick soldiers during the Crimean War against Russia. She was born in
1805 in Jamaica and travelled a lot as a young woman. She also learned from her
mother how to care for sick and injured people.

When she heard about the suffering of the soldiers in the Crimean War, she
asked the British government if she could go and help as a nurse. However, the War
Office refused. Instead, Mary borrowed money to travel by herself and set up the
British Hotel. There, she rented rooms to injured soldiers and sold food and equipment
to the troops. Mary spent the money on caring for the wounded soldiers from
both armies and was often seen treating wounds on the battlefield.

When she returned to England from the Crimea in 1856, Mary was poor and
ill but the British public raised money to help her. She died in 1881.

Answers

Questions
1. Where was Mary Seacole born? In Jamaica.

2. Who first taught Mary how to be a nurse? Her mother.

3. Why do you think Mary was poor when she came back to England? Because she used
it to set up the hotel and care for soldiers.

4. How do you know that Mary Seacole didn’t take sides in the war? She looked after
British and Russian soldiers.
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